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What's inside?

This book tells you about some animals that are
big, small, fast, or slow! You can find out what
size these animals are, what they like to eat,
and how fast they can—or don't—move!
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bigggszi mammal

QBlue whale

Bendable baleen strips
The mouth hang from each side of
opens up wide its mouth. The strips

to take in lots of catch food from the
water and food. water,
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The.main food of the .

= , The blue whale’s throat skin
shrimplike animal weighs as much has many grooves so it can

called krill. as an elephant! stretch like a huge balloon
when it is time to eat.

blue whale is a tiny The tongue




When a blue whale swims to the water’s
surface to breathe air, it spouts

water up through its blowhole. The
water can reach up to 40 feet

(12 meters) high!

<M

A blue whale
can eqt

40 million krill
in one day!

The blue whale
moves through
the water by
waving its strong
tail up and down.
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Bumblebee bat

smallest mammal

The bumblebee bat is the smallest
mammal. It is about the size of a
large bumblebee—that’s how the
bat got its name! Bumblebee bats
live deep inside caves in Southeast
Asia. They come out at night to " too high for

find insects and spiders to eat. ~ humans to hear. . ,

Its a fact!
i Bumblebee bats use
sound to figure out
what is around them. ™~
| They squeak and then | i f}v
. listen for the .
| echoes that e ‘gq""‘

bounce back.

B
| — e
e e



The thumbs
have little claws

f' '<I}) for hooking and
grabbing.

* The bumblebee
. bat is also called
the "hognose
bat” because its
nose looks like a

pig’s nose.

The bumblebee bat
hangs upside-down
while resting.

(A
'L, « o e *Soft, warm fur keeps

4
L the small body warm.

| This tiny bat weighs
“% only about as much
as two raisins!




Fsloth®..... |

The sloth is the slowest land The sloth Uses ifs
animal. It does everything long claws to hold
slowly! The sloth spends onto tree branches.
most of its life in trees. It -

lives in rain forests in Central The legs are best
and South America. Leaves, ?SEd for hl-'?ﬂ%ing
fruits, and twigs are its YOI e D,

. . not walking.
favorite things to eat. The .
sloth spends most of its time .
hanging upside down!

On the ground, a
sloth uses its front
claws to drag its
body forward.



The long arms are good for
_*swimming in water.

The sloth
uses its hard
lips to tear
leaves to

* « Jeat.

. The sloth’s hair is
«" thick and long.

. Bugs and green
: algae (a small
type of living
thing) live in the
sloth’s hair.

facH

Most humans g
can walk 1 mile

(1.5 kilometers) in «
about 20 minutes,

A sloth would take
more than & hours
to go the same
distance!




The cheetah is faster than any other land animal. This
big cat can run as fast as the cars move on a highway!
Cheetahs live in the grasslands of Africa. They run fast
so they can catch animals to eat. Cheetahs eat gazelles,
wildebeests, hares, and other fast-moving animals.

The head .+ * *
and ears « = * "
are small.

The body is thin to help
the cheetah move
quickly.

The legs are long
and powerful.




It's a fach

The word cheetah
comes from the
Hindi word chita,
which means

spotted or
sprinkled.
Cheetah cubs learn to hunt by playing
with each other. As they grow up, they The Chee*f:'h S
can run faster and faster. its long tail to stay
balanced during

quick tu mns.

The cheetah
digs its claws . ,

into the ground " **
to run faster.

W,
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—2Saltlwater
CrOCOdile biggest repfile

The saltwater crocodile is the biggest reptile in the world.

A reptile 1s an animal with dry, scaly skin that has lungs for
breathing. The saltwater crocodile lives in the salty waters
around Australia and some parts of Asia. It can grow to be
longer than 4 bathtubs placed end-to-end! It can be as heavy
as a bulll Many people who live in Australia
call these crocodiles salties.

%

)

The saltie spends most of
its time underwater to
keep its big body cool.

The skin is b'oﬂy
gﬂnd scaly.



Its ufGCﬂ'

Sqltwater crocodiles hunt
and eat many different
animals, including sharks

and munkeysl

..-_:-..ﬁ:..-.l-_ﬂ-.,&-a

When hunting for food, the saltie . * The eyes are on top of the
hides unde_rwu.ter and t_hen jumps gt " head so the sneaky saltie can
out, snapping its huge jaws! Lo see above the water.

The jaws are
very long and *
have many -
sharp teeth. »

A mother saltwater crocodile can
lay up to 90 eggs at one time.

'i...'..'

The feet are webbed

to help,b.;_t swim.
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®Leaf chameleon

smallest reptile

The leaf chameleon is a very tiny lizard. It is the
smallest reptile in the world. It weighs less than

one paper clip! Leaf chameleons live on the
forest floor on an island that is part of the !
African country of Madagascar. They hide /_/;; -t £ M
under dead leaves and hunt for tiny -

insects to eat.

The leaf chameleon

uses its strong tail « ,

as an extra leg to K7
stay balanced.

=
1¥s a fact!

Chameleons can change
the color and pattern of
their skin.

-
L]

The feet grab
like tiny hands.




The sides of the body
are flat, which makes the
chameleon hqr_d to see.

A baby leaf chameleon can fit
on the tip of a finger!

*» + +» +»+sThe eyes move
around separately.
This lizard can look
forward and
backward at the
same time!

The long, sticky
" * * .tongue catches
insects to eat.



The sailfish 1s the fastest fish. It can swim faster than
a speedboat. It uses its speed to hunt for tuna,
sardines, squids, and other underwater creatures.

It is called a sailfish because its dorsal fin

(top fin) is big, like a sailboat’s sail.

Sailfish live in warm ocean waters

around the world.

_—

- The dorsal finis. ., \\
used like a boat . . ..
sail, to help the :
sailfish make

sharp turns.

The forked tail R
swishes from *****"* -
side = s,.lde = The body is The sailfish 4
the sailfish ; e FEm——
; long and thin brings its pelvic «
skt to help the fin (bottom fin)
sailfish quickly close to its
swim through body when it

@ the water. swims fast.




Sailfish can jump out of the water = &
to escape from hungry sharks!

The pointy bill
is used to attack
other animals.

Its a fach

The sailfish is hard to see because jts
body colors blend into the color of the
ocean below and the

sky above.

Sailfish like
to hunt schools
(groups) of
smaller fish.




@
Dwarf seahorse

slowest fish

The dwarf seahorse 1s the slowest of all fish.
It is so slow that it travels only 5 feet

(1.5 meters) in one hour! The

dwarf seahorse lives in sea

grass at the bottom of the

Atlantic Ocean. It grabs the Its a facH
sea grass with its tail and waits szh:f;iijgﬂthﬂfsi is one

. . st 5eq
for tiny animals to pass by. It grows to be about

Then, it sucks them up into iL:;C*" (2.5 centimeters)
its tube-shaped mouth.

Dwarf seahorses can change their body
color to match what is around them. R\

18 J\,&
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The seahorse has
no teeth. The
tube-shaped

mouth is used
like a straw to
suck up food.

Fins on the .., —
head and back ge 0T
help the dwarf
seahorse steer
and balance.

The skinis* "
covered in
tiny bumps.

The seahorse swims
with its body upright.

The seahorse holds . S
onto sea grass withits s e = **°
curly tail.



Q?Os’rrich g b

The ostrich is the biggest bird in the .

Ostriches have

world. It 1s as tall as some grown-up :

| s - the biggest eyes
baske'tball players! It has wings, b'ut it 18 of any land
too big and too heavy to fly. Ostriches animal.

roam the sandy areas of Africa, where
they eat grasses, flowers, seeds, and
small animals.

- 7
The body is o7
covered in fluffy, ,’ f.
soﬂ'feuthers..---""'”"””/

Its a fach

f:lsfn'ch ©9gs are the biggest eggs
in the world. Eating one ostrich
egg for breakfast would be

like eating two dozen

chicken eggs!




The long neck
helps the ostrich
see danger from
far away.

Powerful legs
help the ostrich
run fast and
far. An ostrich

_can run up
Lan®® to 40 miles
— (64 kilometers)
s per hour!
o “_-___:-___'_ —
TR

—

ttna&acn---SﬂOﬁQClﬂWSCﬂl‘l be
used to attack
predators (hunting

. ;__-i“.inir'r]clls).

and many other animals in Africa.

Ostric
oil and




bird

smallest bird

foBee humming

The bee hummingbird is the smallest of all
birds. It is shorter than your pinky finger! Bee
hummingbirds live in Cuba, a Caribbean island,
where they spend their time

flying from flower

AN

The bee hummingbird

can hover (stay in one

place) by flapping its

bendable wings fast. g
The wings beat 80 +«**"
times per second!

The bee hummingbird
can fly up, down,
backwards, and even
upside down!

The bill is used
to eat tiny insects
and spiders.

22




The bee hummingbird’s
favorite food is nectar
(a sugary liquid found in
flowers).

. The mother bird makes a little nest
out of moss, bark, and spider webs.
The eggs are laid in the nest and are

=) as small as peas. (If you find a nest
like this one, do not touch it!)

J %

Its a fact - ¢

The bee hummingbird’s whole
body is about the size of

"ff an ich’
M EY ostri
M ch’s eye,

The long tongue
is used to drink
nectar from
flowers.




® Speed and Size

There are many animals
in the world. Some are
big and some are small.
Some are fast and some
are slow.

J_5peed ]
(/u—;;gm h% Dwarf seahorse

(0.0014 kph

("\\
0.15 mph

(0.24 kph)

Words you know

Here are some words that you read "
earlier in this book. Say them out lou
then try to find the things in the picture.

claw wing
fail skin

Sloth

Q?u mph
(110 kph)
(/’\\I Em 70 mph
(110 kph) mph = miles per hour
J kph = kilometers per hour
J—— e,
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| Up to 100 feet

Leaf

(23 mm)

Bumblebee

bat
About 1.2 inches
(30 mm)

Bee hummingbird
About 2 inches (5 cm)
(including bill)

Ostrich

Nearly 8 feet
(2.4 meters)

Up to 23 feet (7 meters)

Blue whale

(30 meters)

chameleon
As small as 0.9 inches

v

&

About 0.007

ounces

(0.2 grams)

e

About 0.07
ounces
(2 grams)

About 0.08
ounces
(2.3 grams)

E\

As much as
345 pounds
(156 kg)

Ak

Up to 2,600
pounds or
1.3 tons
(1,200 kg)

e

Can be over
150 tons
{135 metric
tons)




P Did you know?






Puzzles

Close-up!

We've zoomed in on three different
animals. Can you figure out which
animal you are looking at?

Answers on page 32.

Where's home?

Can you match each animal to its
home? Follow the lines to find out!

Bumblebee Dwarf
bat seahorse  Sloth




Maich up!

Match each word on the left
with its picture on the right.

1. blue whale

. leaf chameleon

. ostrich

. sailfish

. bee hummingbird

. saltwater crocodile

Answers on page 32. .



rue or false

Can you figure out which of these statements
are true? Turn to the page number given to
help you find the answers.

The leaf chameleon can
3 change color.
Go to page 14.

Answers on page 32.




Find out more

Books

The Animal Book by Steve Jenkins {(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013)
This beautifully illustrated book is loaded with fascinating facts and infographics on more
than 300 animals. Includes an animal index, a glossary, and a bibliagraphy.

Animal Encyclopedia by the U.5. National Geographic Society Staff (National Geographic
Society, 2012)
This book covers 2,500 animal species and is packed with more than 3,000 stunning color
photographs, amazing animal facts, maps, and more. Includes feature spreads that highlight
superlatives such as fastest, tallest, smallest, etc.

Animaol Opposites by Cecilio Minden {Cherry Lake, 2016). Eight volumes.
Students will develop word recognition and reading skills while learning about animal
opposites and habits. Series titles: Big and Small, Fast and Slow, Hard and Soft, Hot and
Cold, In and Out, Push and Pull, Sit and Stand, and Up and Down.

Wild Animal Atlas by the |U.5. MNational Geographic Society Staff (Mational Geographic Society,
2010}

This child-friendly atlas features stunning animal photos and colorful, easily accessible maps
to teach young readers about geography through the wild creatures that fascinate them.

Websites

All About Mammals
http:/fwww.kidzone ws/animals/mammals.htm
Learn what makes a mammal a mammal and not some other kind of animal.

Animaol Database
hittp:/fwww. kidsbiology.com/animals-for-children.php
Learn about hundreds of different animals, from anteaters, armadillos, and aardvarks to sengbirds,
turtles, and whales on this website from Kids Biology. Each animal page includes a photograph and
a list of animal facts.

Animals of the World
http:/fwww. kidscom.com/games/animal/animal html
KidsCom outlines the features that classify animals as insects, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and
mammals, and offers games to test your knowledge.

National Geographic Kids
http:ffkids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/
Learn about wild animals on this website from National Geographic Kids Magozine. Each feature
includes fun facts, pictures, sound bites, videos, and a map that shows where the creature lives.

O
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Answers

Puzzles

from pages 28 and 29
Close-up!

1. ostrich

2. crocodile
3. cheetah

Match up!
. a

OUTAWN =
o0 om0

True or false
from page 30

1. false
2. true
3. true
4. false
5. true

Index

African elephant, 26

bat, bumblebee, 6-7, 25

bee hummingbird, 22-23, 25
blue whale, 4-5, 25
bumblebee bat, 6-7, 25
chameleon, leaf, 14-15, 25
cheetah, 10-11, 24

clam, giant, 27

crocodile, saltwater, 12-13, 25
dwarf seahorse, 18-19, 24
elephant, African, 26

frog, 26

giant clam, 27

giraffe, 21, 27

hummingbird, bee, 22-23, 25
hyacinth macaw, 27

leaf chameleon, 14-15, 25
macaw, hyacinth 27

monkey, proboscis, 26
ostrich, 20-21, 25

proboscis monkey, 26

sailfish, 16-17, 24

saltwater crocodile, 12-13, 25
seahorse, dwarf, 18-19, 24
sloth, 8-9, 24

whale, blue, 4-5, 25



